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SPACE

NASA readies

Map the
rover's
journey
e TWo-yaar
milssion: The
Wars rover

of Mars.

By Eric Berger

MNASA Is going for gold early
on Monday with its efforts to
T o 1-todn poves odn thee surface

Internet now dragnet
foronetryat for top gang fugitives

Mars landing

Curiasity is
1o explore
more than 12
miles af the
Gale Crater's
surface. AlS

Chron.
com | On
the iPad

w Get regular
wodates on
the Curiasity
ard the cwerall
Mars missian
at Eric Bergar's
SciGuy blog

at blog.chron
COMmSsCiEuyY

“Wetre all going to stick the
landing, vight guyst" Doug
MeCuistioa, dicector of the
Mars Exploration Program at
MNaSA headguarters in Wash-
ington, asked his engineers on
Thursday.

Alas there are no sibver med-
als for the rover, named Curios-
ity. It either sticks the landing
or NASA loses by far its bagest,
most powerful and scientifically
equipped rover

With less than three days to
a0 before the planned landing,
alll isweell,

“Exverything really is on
track,” said Pete Theisinger,
divector of the Mars Sclence
Laboratory mission. "Ifs real
quibet im my office Hght now.”

The key words are “right
o, Becanise all the action 15
set for early Monday morning,
seven fnlntes beforee the
12:17 a.am COT touchdown on
thee Pl Plagset.

As the landing date
nears, pubilic interest has
spiked, with this cer-
Mavs comdinnes

Raul Sergio Samuel Rodriguez
Madvigal Hernandez
Apcused of directing Charged in bus stop
drug-traffickingring in  rabbery in which
Houston area, wictirm was injured,

Jomathan Earl
Willinms

Kniown a5 “Fluck,”
accused of possess-
Ing firearms.

Anthony Seott

A felon known &s
“Luck,” wantad on
charges of posses-
slon of a firearm

Got a tip?

To submit an anonymous eport on a gang
crirme, & warrted fugitive or provide tios
imvnlvimg Houston gang members, g0 to
wrww.stophoustongangs.org

Juhnny Lewis
Charged with agera-
wated robbery during
a home invasion with
anather man

Ford

Demond Deshay

Charged with robbery
with bodily injury at a
store on Bellfort

Mathamiel L.
Wiggins

Accused of robbing
an indvidual at gun-
pint in Houston,

Online tipsters help take these seven
of Houston's most wanted off streets

By Dane Schiller

With an old-school idea and
a few modern wists, most
of Houston's " Top Ten Maost
Wanted Gang Fuagitives”™ have
been captured within the past
100 days.

With their faces pushed
through cyberspace and
plastered on donated roadeide
billbaards, the public was ealled
on to ancnymously go to theic
cotmpaiters, sinartphones o
tablets to share online tips on
the gamgsters” whereabouts.

Amnil apparently they did

Six pangsters were nabbed in

the Houston area. including re-
prabed pobbers amd home fvad-
ers. An accused drug trafficker
was apprehended i Mexioo

“It is social networking at
ifs fimest,” said Larry Karson, a
retired Customs Service agent
whio is acriminal justice keetier
at the University of Houston-
Dicrwrntonacn. “It 15 slmply an
extension from John Walsh's
Ameriea’s Most Wanted,' a
contimuation of it in the 21st
ceniury”

Among the highest- pl"“'F.IIC
fugdtives to be caphueed 15 Raul
Madrigal, affiliated with the

Fugitives confinues on A7
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Fugitives forced to go underground

Fugitives from poge A1

Houstone Tango Blast,
whio 15 accused of bead-
ing a cocaine-trafficking
organization.

He weas arvested in
Mexico tn May and has
nid yet been sent back to
the United States.

As Madrigal roamed
Mexicn, presumably owt
of the reach of American
authorities, pletures were
posted on a MySpace page
that showed him on the
heach, seaking in a giant
hathibab of bulkshbes and

hanging out in nightclubs

LA, mathodities con-
fiscated an array of his
axjremave tovs, Hehd-
ing such huxury cars as a
Eentley, Maserati, Hum-
mer and BRI

Hiomston Police Cagt.
Dale Brown, in charge of
the Gang Divdsion, said
there are 10000 doc-
rmetited gang members in
Houston and the sur-
rowiding counties, and
e than 300 gangs,

“There 15 2 gang pres-
ence in basically every
part of our city and sur-

rounding counties,” he
sl “Thers is no such
thing as, gang members
are only hanging out in
the inner city. For years
now they have spread ool
into the suburbs and the
rural regdons.”

The public nowr has at
thedr Angertips the want-
ed posters of Houston's
mast soght gangsters
on the law-enforcement
website, stophouston
gangs.org They can, and
hawe, beft real-time tips
leading police or federal
agents right to fugitives.

Authorities in turn
st statins vepoats fo let
tipsters know what hap-
pretied, including whether
an arrest has been made
ar more help s nesded.
As so0on as one " Top Ten™
fugdtive is capturad, an-
ather moves onto the List

“When your picture is
pat up, and you are sware
af it it mesns you have
tovmo undergroumd,” said
Karson, of the University
of Houston- Downtown,
“Diepending on the kel
of the criminal, it might be
from someons moving ot

of the neighborhood o
gring on the road and liv-
g in caimpsites and hop-
ing mot to get spotted,”

Stnce mid-Apeil, au-
thorities at HPLY, the FEL
and other agencies hehind
the website have singled
ot one menher of “Top
Ten™ for extreme online
and billboard attention.

Clear Chanmel Cutdoor
has donated spods on
several billboards,

Sinee the the Top 1o
program was launched,
visitors fo the websdte,
which includes a wealth
of tnformation on gangs,
have soared, leaving 430
tips on gang activity in
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a recent go-day period,
authorities said,

Browvn, the HPD
captain, said people who
peeviously have beet es-
itant to ut%::rint'l:ummti.cun
o gang members due to
fears of retaliation should
fimad mere comfort in the
wehsite's anonymity.

“The publie, the eiti-
zenry have the informa-
toa we need to solve
crimes, to identify the
bad guys, to help locate
and arrest them,"” he said
“Somebody out there
knows wha these people
are”
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